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New Zealand South & North Adventure 
 Itinerary At A Glance 

      

 

Meals: includes 16 breakfasts, 2 lunches and 4 dinners 
 

Arriving: 20 October 2021, Queenstown Departing: 5 November 2021, Auckland 
 

Total Length: 17 Days 

      

Date Nights Location Description 

20 Oct 2021  Queenstown South Island Transport Arrangements Day 1 -11, Includes 22 Seater 
Mitsubishi Rosa with Driver and Driver Meals and Accommodation 

21 Oct 2021 3 Queenstown Crowne Plaza Queenstown, Lakeview Room, Includes Breakfast 

22 Oct 2021  Queenstown Shotover Jet 

22 Oct 2021  Queenstown Skyline Gondola, Gondola & Buffet Dinner 

22 Oct 2021  Queenstown Station 2 Station Cycle Trail with Walter Peak BBQ Lunch, 1 way Spirit of 

Queenstown & 1 way TSS Earnslaw, Inc bike hire, helmet, cycle map, water 

23 Oct 2021 1 Wanaka Criffel Station, 3 Cottages and 2 Tents, Queen and Single Beds, Includes 
Breakfast 

24 Oct 2021 1 Franz Josef  Rainforest Retreat, Tree Hut, Includes Continental Breakfast Basket  

25 Oct 2021 2 Punakaiki Punakaiki Resort, Standard Room, Includes Breakfast 

26 Oct 2021  Punakaiki Underworld Adventures, Black Water Rafting 

27 Oct 2021 3 Kaiteriteri Kaiteriteri Reserve Apartments, Two Bedroom Apartment, Quad Occupancy, 

King and Queen Split Beds, Includes Boxed Continental Breakfast 

28 Oct 2021 
29 Oct 2021 

 

 Abel Tasman 
Fly 

Abel Tasman Kayaks, Marine Reserve Kayak and Boat Tour, Includes Lunch 
To Nelson Airport – Stops along the way. Late flight to Rotorua 
 

End of South Island Tour 

 

29 Oct 2021  Rotorua North Island Transport Arrangements Day 11-17, Includes 22 Seater 
Mitsubishi Rosa with Driver and Driver Meals and Accommodation 

30 Oct 2021 4 Rotorua Novotel Rotorua Lakeside, City View Room, Includes Breakfast 

31 Oct 2021  Rotorua Mitai Maori Cultural Experience, Beauty By Night Meets People of the Land 
(Cultural Performance, Hangi and Rainbow Springs Night Tour) 

1 Nov 2021  Rotorua River Rats, Kaituna Rafting [Grade 5] 

1 Nov 2021  Rotorua RedWoods TreeWalk, Redwoods Nightlights 

2 Nov 2021  Taupo FourB, Afternoon Bike Hire 

2 Nov 2021  Taupo Chris Jolly Outdoors, Sunset Cruise, Includes Dinner 

3 Nov 2021  Matamata Hobbiton Movie Set Tour  

3 Nov 2021 2 Auckland MSocial Auckland, Social Room, Includes Breakfast 

4 Nov 2021 

5 Nov 2021 

 Auckland Sky Tower, Dinner at Orbit Revolving Restaurant 

Fly home, or on your own travel 
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New Zealand South & North Adventure  
 

Itinerary Detail 
 
 

Thursday 20 October 2021 

 

Arrive Queenstown 
 

Upon arrival into Queenstown you will be met as a group by your private driver and vehicle and 
transferred to your accommodation. This driver and vehicle will be looking after you for your time in 
the South Island.  
Those flying in early for days on their own can easily take a taxi from the airport into Queenstown. 
 

 
 

 

Your accommodation… 
 
Crowne Plaza Queenstown combines the 
convenience of a downtown location overlooking the 
stunning Remarkables Mountains and the Lake 
Wakatipu with a chic and modern ambience. Once 
you arrive at your lakefront or mountain-view room 
it’s your chance to relax and unwind, savouring awe-
inspiring views of The Remarkables mountain range 
or stunning Lake Wakatipu or the tranquil courtyard. The majority of rooms have a private 
balcony overlooking the lake and mountains. 
 

 

Dining: Onsite restaurant and bar, room service 

Facilities: Bathroom; Ensuite / Laundry; guest laundry (local charge) 

Location: Central Queenstown 
 

 
 

  

http://www.crowneplazaqueenstown.co.nz/
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Friday 21 October 2021 

 

Shotover Jetboat, Dinner at Skyline  

 
Nothing you have experienced will have you prepared for the thrill and excitement of a Shotover Jet 
ride; it's an adrenaline rush you'll never forget! From the moment the accelerator hits the floor your 
adrenaline hits the roof as you speed in mere centimetres of water along the famous Shotover River 
and deep into the spectacular Shotover River Canyons. It's an amazing ride, as the Shotover 
Canyon walls tower over you, your expert driver puts your ‘Big Red’ through its paces and skillfully 
whips the Jet Boat past rocky outcrops, skims around crags and boulders, and speeds through the 
narrow canyons. Rock faces blur in your peripheral vision, the opaque water sprays into myriads of 
white crystals with every turn, and you grip the hand rail for comfort and reassurance and then let 
out a whoop of excitement as your driver spins the boat around in its own boat length — wow, 
you've just experienced the World famous Shotover Jet full 360 degree spin. Hold on tight and 
enjoy the thrill as you spin and without losing momentum keep speeding along the river. The best 
thing of all… this is actually good for you. Studies have shown a good thrill livens up your system, 
waking up dormant biochemical pathways that refresh, relieve stress and heal. You experience a 
sense of euphoria and well being as your brain receives a welcome cocktail of oxygen, sugar, 
adrenaline, cortisol and endorphins. The result — a natural high that makes you feel great! 
 

 
 

Afterwards spend the afternoon exploring the vineyards of the Gibbston Valley being sure to stop at 
Kawarau to watch the bungy- or perhaps partake in a jump yourself if you’re really brave! 
 
Treat yourselves to a sumptuous buffet dinner at Skyline’s Stratosfare Restaurant & Bar at the top 
of the Gondola in Queenstown. As you dine, the floor to ceiling windows and panoramic views will 
captivate you day and night. The signature buffet dining experience offers something for everyone; 
from locally sourced wild meats to seasonal vegetarian dishes and a delectable dessert bar to 
remember. 
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Saturday 22 October 2021 

 

Station 2 Station Cycle Trail with Walter Peak BBQ Lunch 
 

Today enjoy an independent cycling trip experiencing the best that Queenstown has to offer. Enjoy 
a Spirit of Queenstown cruise to Mt Nicholas High Country Farm, stopping at Bob’s Cove to view 
flora and fauna up close and spectacular views towards Glenorchy, Mt Earnslaw, the Southern Alps 
and The Remarkables mountain range.  
 
Disembark the vessel and journey between Mt Nicholas and Walter Peak (high country farms) 
located on the western shores of Lake Wakatipu as you cycle along a quiet country road through 
open farm land.  
 
Breathe in the fresh mountain air, watch the landscape unfold and take in the panoramic alpine 
views while cycling 14 kilometres along a remote but public, shingle road to Colonel’s Homestead at 
Walter Peak. Enjoy a BBQ lunch at Walter Peak and sheep demonstration, before boarding the 
vintage steamship TSS Earnslaw for the return cruise to Queenstown.  
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Sunday 23 October 2021 

 

Travel to Wanaka 
 

Driving Route & Time/Distance: Queenstown/Wanaka – 1 ¼ hrs / 70kms via Crown Range Road 
 

 

Travel out from Queenstown passing the picturesque Lake Hayes, be sure to visit Arrowtown, a 
chocolate box heritage gold mining era township, well worth a visit at any time of year and glorious in 
it’s autumnal colours.  
 
From Lake Hayes climb up over The Crown Range which has stunning views back down the valley 
towards Queenstown and Lake Wakatipu, make sure you stop and enjoy the vista. Over the Crown 
Range drive down through the Cardrona Valley to Wanaka.  
 
Wanaka, with its picture-postcard mountain backdrop, the Mt Aspiring National Park, is not too busy, 
not too quiet and has plenty to offer the visitor. If you want to take to the hills; the one day Rob Roy 
Glacier Walk climbs up through a forested river valley above the tree line to waterfalls and glacier ice. 
One of Wanaka's most popular short walks is the Mt Iron walk which provides a spectacular 360 degree 
panoramic view over the town and lake beyond. For a more relaxed pace; tour the wineries of Central 
Otago renowned for their unique pinot noir, or pack a picnic and follow the lake shore to tranquil 
Glendhu Bay. With a spectacular site above Lake Wanaka; Rippon Vineyard is famous for the vista over 
the vines to the lake and is one of the earliest vineyards in Central Otago.  
 

Your accommodation… 

 
Criffel Station 
Criffel Station has operated as a working farm since the 
1860’s. Today it combines sustainable deer farming with 
tourism ventures, accommodation, property development 
and is home to one of Wanaka’s most desirable event 
venues. There is a range of stunning Wanaka farmstay 
accommodation options including cottages and glamping. 
Just 10 minutes from Wanaka, and enjoy a real rural 
experience complete with worldly hosts, uninterrupted night 
skies and incredible views. 
 

   

 

 

 

   

 

Facilities: Full kitchen facilities, shared bathrooms 

Address: 9 Mount Barker Road, Wanaka 

Phone: +64 3 443 1034 

   
  

  

http://www.newzealand.com/int/article/rob-roy-glacier-track/
http://www.newzealand.com/int/article/rob-roy-glacier-track/
http://www.appellationcentral.co.nz/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_XG12FiWWE
http://www.rippon.co.nz/image_gallery
https://criffelstation.com/where-to-stay/
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Monday 24 October 2021 

 

Travel to Franz Josef  
 

Driving Route & Time/Distance: Wanaka / Franz Josef – 4 hrs / 287kms  

 

From Wanaka travel north between Lake Wanaka and Lake Hawea through the Mt Aspiring National 
Park and Haast Pass to Haast on the West Coast. Through the dramatic gorges of the Haast Pass there 
are bushwalks signposted from the road, the most popular being to the ‘Blue Pools’. 
 
From Haast hug the West Coast north, passing Lake Moeraki and the penguins at Munroe Beach, to 
the Glaciers of Fox and Franz Josef. 
 
After the sun goes down, grab your torch and head off for a Glow Worm walk. You may not think of 
glow worms and glaciers together in the same location, but there are many spots around the Fox and 
Franz Josef Glacier area where you will find these little creatures. One of the easiest spots to see glow 
worms when staying in Franz Josef Glacier is along The Terrace Walk, located just off State Highway 
6 near the Westland Visitor Centre. Look for glow worms around or under large fallen trees. 
 
Optional Franz Josef Glacier Heli-Hike – NZ$500 per person  
The fly-in, fly-out Heli-Hike combines the excitement of walking on the glacier with the thrill of 
helicopter flights. By flying in you are able to access and explore a part of the glacier that is 
otherwise very difficult to get to. It is here, shunted between two ice falls, that the awesome glacier 
forces work hardest and often create spectacular ice caves and arches. Your professional guide will 
lead you into the most spectacular icefall terrain that is usually seen only by experienced 
mountaineers.  
 

Optional Franz Josef Scenic Flight – NZ$385 per person 
Get up close and personal with the glaciers with a scenic helicopter flight. Fly over two of New 
Zealand's most famous glaciers and land at the head of either the Franz Josef Glacier or Fox Glacier. 
View the incredible natural phenomenon of the glacier as it winds slowly down the carved valleys 
from its origin in the mountains high above you. 
 

Your accommodation… 
 
Rainforest Retreat is centrally located in the heart of Franz Josef Glacier 
Village yet is nestled in six acres of idyllic native bush at the foot of 
precipitous mountains. Rainforest Retreat offers accommodation 
comprising of Tree Houses, Tree Lodges, Tree Huts and Park Motels; each 
unit was built exclusively to embrace its beautiful, natural environment of 
the park providing guests with forest floor or mid canopy bush views.  

  

  

http://www.beyondtheblue.co.nz/item_details.asp?item_id=14&country_id=1
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Tuesday 25 October 2021 

 

While at Franz Josef Glacier area, you will have your morning choice of several different excursions – 
depending on your excitement level!! 
 
Pick Your ADVENTURE. Your choice of this or any upgrade below:  White Heron Sanctuary  
Join the jet-boat for a gentle 20 minute scenic cruise into the Waitangiroto Nature Reserve (the only 
way to access this area is by boat).  In the reserve disembark from the boat for a short walk through 
ancient Kahikatea rainforest to the purpose built viewing hide to observe the magnificent White 
Heron (Kotuku) in their natural nesting environment.  
 
Upgrade to: Adventure Quad Bike – additional NZ$60 per 
person (USD $39pp)  
Join this amazing guided quad bike adventure and 
experience; riding through a breathtaking rainforest and 
exploring an ancient glacier riverbed all while being 
surrounded with stunning views of the Southern Alps and the 
impressive Franz Josef Glacier. 
 
Upgrade to: Franz Josef Scenic Flight – additional NZ$285 per person (USD $195pp) 
Get up close and personal with the glaciers with a scenic helicopter flight. Fly over two of New 
Zealand's most famous glaciers and land at the head of 
either the Franz Josef Glacier or Fox Glacier. View the 
incredible natural phenomenon of the glacier as it winds 
slowly down the carved valleys from its origin in the 
mountains high above you. 
 

Upgrade to: Franz Josef Glacier Heli-Hike – additional 
NZ$400 per person  (USD $267pp) 
The fly-in, fly-out Heli-Hike combines the excitement of 
walking on the glacier with the thrill of helicopter flights. By flying in you are able to access and 
explore a part of the glacier that is otherwise very difficult to get to. It is here, shunted between two 
ice falls, that the awesome glacier forces work hardest and often create spectacular ice caves and 
arches. Your professional guide will lead you into the most spectacular icefall terrain that is usually 
seen only by experienced mountaineers.  
 
 

Travel to Punakaiki 
 

Driving Route & Time/Distance: Franz Josef / Punakaiki – 3 hrs / 215kms  

 

After leqving the Franz Josep Glacier area, we follow the West Coast north to Greymouth passing 
Hokitika, the jade capital of New Zealand and arts & crafts centre of the West Coast. We will stop 
and explore Hokitika. 
Join a [optional] jade carving classes and learn to carve your own piece of New Zealand, with New 
Zealand jade. Also known as greenstone or pounamu, jade is a highly valued rock found in southern 
New Zealand and has had multiple uses for generations in Maori history.  
Optional Jade carving class in Hokitika – NZ$55 per person  (USD $38pp) 
OR spend some time on your own, exploring and personal shopping time 
Or use your time for shopping in this quaint and unique area. 
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Shortly before Greymouth and inland is the beautiful Lake Brunner, renowned for it’s trout fishing. 
From Greymouth continue north along the wild coast to Punakaiki, home to the famous “pancake 
rocks” at Punakaiki, an intriguing natural wonder and so named because they’ve evolved into 
strange sedimentary layers which resemble stacks of pancakes.  
Behind these limestone blowholes is the Paparoa National Park, whilst small it is a gem – excellent 
options exist for bushwalks and kayaking amongst the gorges, caves and bush. Take a late-
afternoon stroll along the beach, to admire the crashing surf and wild beauty of it all.   
 
 

Your accommodation… 

 

Punakaiki Resort 
Punakaiki Resort a truly unique tourism development on New 
Zealand’s incredible West Coast. is an eco-tourism hotel, carefully 
designed to complement the stunning natural setting. Situated close 
to the famous Pancake Rocks and Blowhole at Punakaiki, and adjacent 
to Paparoa National Park, the hotel takes pride in caring for this 
special environment. The Punakaiki Rocks Hotel offers excellent 
comfort in innovative surrounds.  
 

   

 

 

 

   

 

Facilities: Airport Transfers, Bar, Restaurant, Room Service, Self-Service Laundry, Wi-Fi 
  

  

http://www.punakaiki-resort.co.nz/
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Wednesday 26 October 2021 

 

Underworld Cave Rafting 

 
Underworld Rafting is a superb 4 hour Black Water Rafting adventure in the enormous Nile River Cave 
System deep in the ‘Untamed Natural Wilderness’ of the Paparoa National Park. 
 
On this adventure you will meet your guide at the Underworld Adventure Center in Charleston, who 
will equip you with wet suits, wet suit socks, boots, gloves and helmets. Dressed ready for your 
adventure, a short drive and the Nile River Rainforest Train will take you into the stunning West Coast 
Rainforest with towering limestone cliffs that create a magical backdrop for your adventure 
 
A short walk leads to the cave entrances high above the Nile River. You will enter a 
hidden subterranean world leaving the daylight behind to explore a calcite paradise of stalactites 
and stalagmites, cross huge chambers, follow a maze of passages and wander through the heart of 
an ancient multi-leveled cave system. Enriched with illustrations, explanations and stories you will 
connect to the fragile precious world you explore and descend to the bottom level of the cave where 
the water guides you to a magical galaxy of glow-worms.  
 
You leave this special place floating in your tube down the fun gentle rapids of the Nile River 
surrounded by the lush rain forest.  Returning with the Rainforest Train back to Charleston this special 
hidden place stays behind but the memories will stay for a long time. 
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Thursday 27 October 2021 

 

Travel to Kaiteriteri, Able Tasman national Park 
 

Driving Route & Time/Distance: Punakaiki/Nelson - 3 ¼ hrs / 246kms 
 

 

Travel north along the coast to Westport, with maybe visiting Cape Foulwind and the Fur Seal 
Colony. Inland to Murchison takes you along the dramatic Buller Gorge climbing through the scenic 
valleys and mountains From Murchison continue to skirt the southern and eastern fringes of the 
Kahurangi National Park, with the Nelson Lakes National Park to the south, as you make your way 
towards the coast to the world renown Able Tasman National Park. 

 

Your accommodation… 
 
Kaiteriteri Reserve Apartments offer 8 
contemporary apartments at the gateway to the 
Abel Tasman National Park. With golden sands, 
idyllic climate and four season recreation 
opportunities, Kaiteriteri is a unique destination. 
These premium beachfront apartments built in 
2016 are positioned to ensure guests get the most 
out of everything on offer.  
 

Dining: Restaurants within walking distance  

Facilities: Bathroom; Private / Kitchen; Full Kitchen  

Location: One hour drive from Nelson Airport 
 

 

https://www.capstonehotels.co.nz/our-hotels/kaiteriteri-reserve-apartments/
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Friday 28 October 2021 

 

Marine Reserve Kayak Day Trip 

 
Abel Tasman National Park’s rocky coastline is a haven for a myriad of marine life and is always a 
fascinating place to explore. Abel Tasman Kayaks is one of only three operators authorised to 
undertake marine mammal viewing from sea kayaks at Tonga Island Marine Reserve, which is 
where you will go today. This is a stunning trip where the start and finish points of the kayaking 
section are around the tide timetable, offering the best part of the park to explore the marine 
reserve to the fullest. 
 
Start Awaroa/Finish Bark Bay: 
Starting at Awaroa, courtesy of the water taxi transfer, visit Shag Harbour, a hidden inlet like 
nowhere else in the Abel Tasman. Paddle south, focusing on the Tonga Island Marine Reserve and 
its playful inhabitants - the NZ fur seal, Kekeno. After a picnic lunch on one of the beautiful beaches 
w visit Tonga Arches, exploring south along the carved granite coastline through to the tranquil 
lagoons and golden sand of the 'heart of the park' to Bark Bay. 
 
Start Onetahuti/Finish Anchorage: 
Alternatively you will transfer by water taxi to Onetahuti, to then paddle out to Tonga Island where 
you'll have your first encounters with New Zealand fur Seals, Kekeno.  Paddle south with the breeze, 
exploring sculptured granite headlands, tranquil lagoons and everything that's special about the 
heart of the Abel Tasman. Check out the beach you stop for lunch at! Finish at Anchorage and 
return to Marahau by water taxi. 
 
On this trip you have a professional guide with you for around 8 hours sharing their knowledge and 
passion of the Abel Tasman. Included is a snack and lunch designed around your health and energy 
made onsite in the container cafe. 
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Saturday 29 October 2021 

 

Day at leisure  

 
From your accommodation in Kaiteriteri you’ll have plenty of things to do today including walking on 
world class tracks, boat trips, sailing, kayaking, mountain biking or just relaxing on the beach! 
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Sunday 30 October 2021 

 

Fly to Rotorua  
 

Today you will be transferred to Nelson Airport. Depending on flight times there may be time to 
enjoy the excellent wineries, breweries and art studios found in the Nelson region prior to your 
flight. 
 
Fly Nelson to Rotorua via Wellington. 
 

Upon arrival into Rotorua you will be met by your private driver and vehicle and transferred to your 
accommodation. This driver and vehicle will be looking after you for your time in the North Island. 
 

Your accommodation… 

 

Novotel Rotorua Lakeside 
Novotel Rotorua Lakeside is a 4 star property located on the 
picturesque shores of Lake Rotorua and set in park surroundings. The 
hotel is only minutes from the city centre, cafés, restaurants, Rotorua 
Convention Centre, Energy Events Centre, and major tourist 
attractions including water activities on the lake, a golf course, 
museum, and thermal reserves.  
 

   

 

 

 

   

 

Facilities: 24 Hour Reception, Air Conditioning, Bar, Child Care, Gymnasium, Laundry Service, 
Restaurant, Room Service, Sauna, Self-Service Parking, Spa Pool, Spa Services, 
Swimming Pool, Wi-Fi 

Address: Lake End Tutanekai Street, Rotorua 

Phone: +64 7 346 3888 

   
  

 

  

http://www.novotelrotorua.co.nz/
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Monday 31 October 2021 

 

Morning at leisure, Afternoon Te Puia Thermal Wonderland,  Evening Maori Cultural Experience 
 

Rotorua is world-famous for steaming hot springs, bubbling mud pools, and geysers. There is a 
palpable sense of Maori culture both past and present. During your free time today you can stroll 
around the picturesque and genteel Government Gardens. Nearby, overlooking Lake Rotorua, is the 
Polynesian Spa offering a range of hot mineral bathing experiences and spa therapies.  If you felt 
like more of a walk today,take a stroll on one of the many marked trails, or enjoy the Blue and 
Green Lake bush walk.  
 
This morning is all to yourself – sleep in, rest, explore Rotorua town, rnet a bike and take in the 
town sights… your choice. 
 
In the afternoon, you will have a unique New Zealand experience.  Visiting Te Puia – the North 
Islands geothermal wonderland, full of Maori culture.  Te Puia is New Zealand’s geothermal 
wonderland, featuring dramatic geysers, bubbling mud pools, traditional Māori carvers and weavers, 
bush walks, Kiwi birds and a cultural food and beverage offering overlooking Pōhutu Geyser! 
 

 
 
This evening you will be collected from your accommodation to enjoy an evening of Maori culture 
through a concert and a traditionally cooked meal. The Mitai is a Maori Family, descendents of the 
local tribe of Te Arawa. They will entertain and educate you in Maori tradition. This is an authentic 
and intimate Maori experience where you get to meet and hear stories of past bravery, love, 
heartbreak and adventure. In addition to the cultural concert, where you’ll be captivated by songs, 
dances and games complete with the spine tingling “Haka” Maori war dance, you’ll see warriors in 
traditional dress paddle a waka and glowworms in their natural habitat. Learn about the traditional 
hangi, the art of Ta Moko, Maori customs, Musical instrument, Poi dance, Carving and Flora and 
fauna and their medicinal uses.  
 
Following your visit to Mitai, you are escorted through the bush to start your night lit extravaganza 
of the Rainbow Springs Nature Park. View wildlife and bush under an array of coloured lights. This is 
a truly magical blend of Maori Culture and Nature in a unique all-in-one night time package to be 
remembered forever. A guided tour of the night-time Kiwi walk through enclosure is also included. 
 
 

 

http://www.polynesianspa.co.nz/polynesianspa/deluxe-lake-spa/
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Tuesday 1 November 2021 

 

Grade 5 White Water Rafting, Redwoods TreeWalk 
 

Experience the thrill of Whitewater rafting on the Kaituna River, suitable for many ages and stages 
from nature lovers to adventurous first timers and total thrill seekers. Soak up the calm peacefulness 
of the lush native bush surrounding the Kaituna River and realise what 100% Pure New Zealand 
really means. You will appreciate the warmer waters of the North Island as the water splashes over 
the raft while you take on the rapids with your expert guide. 
 
You will paddle through the pristine heart of the best rafting region in New Zealand – Okere, 
Rotorua. This spectacular 2 - 2.5 hour experience provides all the gear you need, initial training and 
around 50 minutes on the water. Enjoy a thrilling mix of dropping down three waterfalls, pushing 
through 14 rushing rapids and paddling through calm waters of recovery where you can look back in 
awe at what you have achieved. 
 
The Tutea Falls on Kaituna (Okere) River, Rotorua is the world’s highest commercially rafted 
waterfall at an almighty 7 meters. There is plenty of time to build up anticipation and practice your 
newly acquired skills in the rapids and two smaller waterfalls before the big drop. On average 
around 1 boat in 20 will flip upside down at the bottom of the big waterfall, however all the major 
rapids are followed by calm water, so there is time to get the boat back upright and get everyone 
back in.  
 
Safety is paramount and the expert guides have been riding these rapids for many years and they 
still love every minute of this thrilling experience!  
 

 

 
 
This evening enjoy a tree walk amongst the Redwood Forest. The walkway is located 12-metres 
above the forest floor and constructed to traverse between 22 majestic 115-year old Redwood trees 
and existing plants, allowing them to remain untouched in their natural state. The Redwood Forest 
is made up of both Californian Coastal Redwoods and Douglas Fir. The tree platforms and bridges 
are suspended using a technologically designed sling suspended from the redwood trees. The sling 
can hold up to five tonnes in weight and allows these 115-year-old giants to grow at their natural 
rate and remain undamaged. The night-time walk is a unique Kiwi design-led tourism experience 
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found nowhere else in the world and encompasses 30 lanterns designed by the world-acclaimed 
designer and sustainability champion, David Trubridge. In addition to the Trubridge lighting, over 
forty infinite colour spots and feature lights illuminate the 115-year-old redwood trees, forest ferns 
and pungas. The lanterns are up to 2.5 meters tall and were made at the David Trubridge workshop 
in Hastings and assembled by a team in the forest by hand, taking care not to damage the forest 
environment. The night-time experience offers visitors and locals the opportunity to explore 
Rotorua’s majestic Redwood forest under the shroud of darkness; illuminated by Trubridges’ 
bespoke creations to create an immersive and captivating environment. 
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Wednesday 2 November 2021 

 

Lake Taupo Bike Ride and Lake Cruise to Rock Art 
 

Driving Route & Time/Distance: Rotorua/Taupo - 1 hrs / 80kms 
 

 

Travelling between Rotorua and Taupo on State Highway 5 you will pass the Waimangu Volcanic 
Valley, and a little further on the Mud Pools, Lady Knox Geyser and the Wai-o-tapu geothermal park, 
home to the champagne pool. On approaching Taupo you will pass through the Wairakei Park which 
features Craters of the Moon, Wairakei Terraces & Thermal Valley then Huka Falls. The Aratiatia Rapids 
are also accessible on an alternative route through to Taupo via Spa Road passing the Taupo Golf 
Club. 
 
For your bike ride today, starting at 5 mile Bay, cycle on The Great Lake Walkway, a 10km, easy 
paved ride that travels along the shoreline of Lake Taupo. The trail offers majestic views across the 
lake to the snow-capped peaks of Mt Tongariro, Mt Ngauruhoe and Mt Ruapehu.  
 
You’ll finish your cycle at the boat harbor to join your exclusive cruise boat for a two hour cruise to 
view the Rock Carvings and enjoy a light dinner on board. The bar will open for refreshments at an 
additional cost. 
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Thursday 3 November 2021 

 

Travel to Auckland, Hobbiton Movie Set Tour  
 

Driving Route & Time/Distance: Rotorua/ Auckland - 3 hrs / 230kms 
 

 
Your destination today is Auckland via Hobbiton.  
 
Experience Middle-Earth with a visit to the Hobbiton Movie Set, the bucolic setting for The Shire that 
featured in the Peter Jackson directed films, The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit Trilogies. Your 
tour starts with a drive through the picturesque 1,250 acre sheep farm with spectacular views 
across to the Kaimai Ranges. Your guide will escort you through the twelve acre site recounting 
fascinating details of how the Hobbiton Movie set was created. The Hobbit holes, Green Dragon Inn, 
Mill and other structures created for The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit films can be viewed and 
you will see how this beautiful piece of Waikato farmland was transformed into The Shire from 
Middle-Earth.  
 

After viewing Hobbiton, reconnect onto the main highway to Auckland. 
 

  

Your accommodation… 

 

MSocial Auckland 
A contemporary hotel for the curious, the explorers and those who 
thrive on new experiences. Functionally chic, this contemporary hotel 
features 190 rooms and suites designed for all travellers, overlooking 
the vibrant Princes Wharf that is home to a stunning array of dining, 
entertainment and shopping experiences.  
 

   

 

 

 

   

 

Facilities: Bar, Gymnasium, Restaurant, Room Service, Valet Parking, Wi-Fi 

Address: 196-200 Quay Street, Auckland 

Phone: +64 9 377 0349  

   

 
 



 

 
 

 

Scottsdale Sea & Ski Club 
For all the exciting details & to Sign-Up, please visit:   http://www.scottski.org 

 

Friday 4 November 2021 

 

Auckland City Tour, Dinner at Orbit 
 

Today your driver will take you on a tour of New Zealand’s biggest city. For great views of Auckland 
drive through established suburbs to the top of Maungakiekie (One Tree Hill) in Cornwall Park or to 
Maungawhau (Mt Eden). You might like to travel over to the historical maritime village of Devonport 
with its many turn of the century buildings and restored villas. The village has a wonderful range of 
unique specialty shops, including art galleries, gift and book shops. Soak up the village atmosphere 
in one of the many street front cafes and explore the dormant volcanoes with spectacular views 
over the harbour and city. Stroll along sandy beaches or visit the Navy Museum in a commanding 
location right on the harbours edge. 
 
This evening, to celebrate your last evening together as a group, enjoy dinner at Orbit is included. 
Situated at the top of Auckland’s Sky Tower, the dining room rotates once every hour, providing a 
truly unique experience with amazing 360-degree panoramas of the city, the Hauraki Gulf and beyond 
Orbit offers a modern dining experience in a relaxed, open atmosphere with a delicious kiwi-inspired 
à la carte menu that features the best local and seasonal produce. As New Zealand’s only rotating 
restaurant offering 360-degree views, it’s an unforgettable experience that never ceases to delight. 
Your experience doesn’t just stop at the restaurant, you can also enjoy complimentary Sky Tower 
admission 45 minutes prior to and/or upon completion of dining. 
 

 
 
 

 

  

http://www.cornwallpark.co.nz/index.php?s=2
http://www.devonport.co.nz/store.htm


 

 
 

 

Scottsdale Sea & Ski Club 
For all the exciting details & to Sign-Up, please visit:   http://www.scottski.org 

Saturday 5 November 2021 

 

Depart Auckland  
 

Today you will transfer as a group to Auckland International Airport prior to your onwards flights. 
 
Depart Auckland 
 

 

Itinerary Inclusions & Exclusions 

 

Itinerary Inclusions: 
• All accommodations, or similar, as specified within your itinerary 
• Vehicle as specified within your itinerary 
• Activities as specified within your itinerary 
• Local taxes and fees 
 
Itinerary Exclusions: 
• Scheduled  domestic and international flights 
• Gratuities  
• Travel Insurance (highly recommended) 
• Some accommodation guest facilities or services may be at an additional cost and payable direct, such as 
spa appointments, meals or beverages 

 
 
 

 


